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Europeana celebrated as one of the  

world’s 100 most inspiring examples of tech for good  

   

14th December 2016, London: Nominet Trust, the UK’s leading tech for good funder, has 

named Europeana in the 2016 NT100 – a global celebration of this year’s 100 most inspiring 

social innovations using digital technology to drive social change around the world. 

NT100 plays a valuable role each year in inspiring those with the influence and resources to 

accelerate the adoption of tech for social good. It brings together entrepreneurs, 

innovators, NGOs, charities, technologists and others to share knowledge, experiences and 

skills to introduce social change on a global scale. Projects featured in the NT100 have 

wide-ranging purposes, from those determined to democratise access to quality education 

and healthcare, to those connecting minority communities and evoking empathy. 

Following a global call for nominations earlier this year Europeana  was selected by a 

judging panel of tech and charity experts in recognition of its work.  

Europeana is Europe's digital platform for cultural heritage, providing online access to tens 

of  millions of digitised items from cultural institutions across Europe - from books, photos 

and paintings to television broadcasts and 3D objects - opening up this shared cultural 

wealth and working to make it freely available for learning, for research, for creatives and 

for pleasure.  

Jill Cousins, Executive Director, Europeana commented: 

“It is wonderful to be selected. The combination of cultural heritage and technology can be 

truly transformative and brings great benefits to society – promoting understanding, 

learning and creativity. You can particularly see this in a couple of our projects such as 

Europeana 1914-1918.eu, combining personal stories with the rich material held in our 

memory institutions or the #BigArtRide, which brought art to the streets of Europe on a 

bike. We thank all our partner cultural heritage and creative instutions  who helped us to 

perform this social good and to achieve our goal of transforming the world with culture“.  

Vicki Hearn, Director of Nominet Trust said: “In this, the fourth year of the NT100, it is truly 

humbling to see so many remarkable people from all walks of life embracing digital 

technology as a force for social good. We hope Europeana’s well deserved inclusion in the 

2016 NT100 provides a valuable stepping-stone for their inspiring example of tech for 

good.” 

http://www.nominettrust.org.uk/
http://socialtech.org.uk/nominet-trust-100/2016
http://socialtech.org.uk/nominet-trust-100/2016
http://www.europeana1914-1918.eu/
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/fr/collections/art-history/big-art-ride.html


“With a bright idea, the right tech tools and a powerful desire to change the status quo, 

everyone has the potential to make a stand against the world’s most pressing social 

challenges. The NT100 seeks to champion the pioneers doing just that, in the hope that it 

inspires others to follow in their footsteps.” 

As part of the 2016 NT100, Europeana is standing shoulder to shoulder with other 

innovative ventures such as Hand Talk – a Brazilian virtual interpreter that translates 

between spoken languages and sign language; EVA Park - a virtual environment to help 

those with aphasia recover communication skills; Disrupt Disability – which has created the 

world’s first open source wheelchair designs; BraveMind – a virtual reality therapeutic 

game that supports those recovering from PTSD; and Mine Kafon Drone – an airborne 

drone for detecting and removing unexploded landmines in communities trying to rebuild 

after conflict.    

The 2016 NT100 was selected from 700 projects discovered this year through a 

combination of research and public nomination. Shortlisted projects were reviewed by 

Nominet Trust and a panel of partner organisations including: Big Lottery Fund, Cancer 

Research UK, Comic Relief, Nominet, Oxfam, Telefonica O2 and Skoll Centre for Social 

Entrepreneurship. 

The 2016 NT100 projects are hosted on the Social Tech Guide 

(http://socialtech.org.uk/nominet-trust-100/2016), the world’s largest interactive database 

of tech for good, which now showcases almost 1700 ventures. 

 

About Europeana  

Europeana is Europe's digital platform for cultural heritage. A leader and innovator in the field of 
cultural heritage, Europeana brings together cultural institutions, creatives and technology 
professionals across Europe to promote and open up access to digital cultural heritage. 
 
Europeana adds value to our shared cultural heritage through digital innovation; enhancing visibility 
for cultural institutions across Europe, giving access to materials for education and research, 
providing creative industries and tech entrepreneurs with access to tens of millions of digitized 
objects for re-use, and opening up collections to the general public.   
 
With millions of online resources made available to explore, learn, create and innovate, Europeana 
aims to an inspiring use of technology for cultural and social innovation that will transform the 
world with culture.  
 

About Nominet Trust 

Nominet Trust is the UK’s leading social tech funder. It provides full grant funding, mentoring and 

business support to organisations using the internet and digital technology to address significant 

social challenges including health and wellbeing, economic empowerment and sustainability. Since 

2009, Nominet Trust has invested more than £25m in projects harnessing technology to deliver real 

social change. Through partnerships and campaigns such as the inspirational NT100, Nominet Trust 

http://socialtech.org.uk/nominet-trust-100/2016


mobilises new approaches that will influence and accelerate the use of tech for social good. For 

more information about the Trust, please visit: www.nominettrust.org.uk.  

Nominet Trust was founded in 2008 by Nominet. Nominet is a public benefit company with 20 years’ 

experience of running the .UK internet infrastructure. Building on that expertise, Nominet is actively 

involved in connecting devices as well as people, helping people be safe and networks stay secure, 

and supporting the next generation of ideas and talent.  With the proceeds of its successful registry 

business, Nominet set up and funds Nominet Trust, its charitable foundation. www.nominet.uk 

 

Media contacts 

Media contact : Eleanor Kenny, Camille Tenneson - Europeana Foundation 

E: Eleanor.Kenny@europeana.eu 

E: Camille.tenneson@europeana.eu  

Europeana DSI is co-financed by the European Union’s Connecting Europe Facility 
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